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ADVERTISEMENT. 



vJf the merit of the folio wing Poem the Readen 
muft judge. But I (hould fuppofe that cveiy 
diiceming reader will have no doubt that it 
was written with an ardent iincerity; that it 
flowed from the heart ;— — 

Warm* Ami Ibe- SaAy afid-fiutfrnil to it^fi firei; 

\ Wfote if, Itkewiie, from the caltai, and" delibe^ 
rate principle of duty. There was a time^, when 
poetry, from various reafons, was of more im« 
portance than ir is, at prefent, in England. 
I There are, however, many, very many culti- 
vated, and elegant minds, in this country; and 
in Juch mindsy true poetry will always make a 
warm» and deep impreilion. I think it the 
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peculiar duty of all his Majefty*$ liege and 
good fubjedls, to contribute, with their beft 
ability, to the- -fqccefe of the ><:ommon caufe, 
at this juniflure ; when the very exiftence of our 
conllitution, and of^our ftate, is infolently, and 
impioufly threatened, by an abandoned, and 
f5jr6ti6tis'tnemy/ ■ " 



J \ 



/ J 



. . . . I A * 



V: 






J»' 4 ♦vt* 



• 1 ^ . 



N. B. Since this #Pocm was written, Mn Fox has again 
exerted h^s, taleict^ in th^; Moi^fe .pf CommoB$>< I Kave not 
thought it neceflary to make any alterations on that account : 
I am fprTytto. find that, the late tendency ; of his ;elo^tience has: 
not fuperfeded my ardent wiihes, and.refpe£iful appeal to 
hTs beR ftnUmerif s. ' 
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f I^HE arbitrary, and violent rtrlers of the French 
nation have alvvays been intent on general in- 
vafion, and tyranny. To this objeft they have been 
invairiably attached ever fince the abolition of their 
old monarchy ; and in the profecution of it they 
have been invariably confiftent. Their decree of the 
19th of November 1792, contained a formal decla- 
ration, to extend unrverfally their new principles of go* 
vemmeut; and to encourage revolt in all countries; 
even in thofe which were neutrah In the decree of 
December the 15th, of the fame year, thdy com- 
pletely avowed their intentions: they declared that 
the French nation would treat as enemies the i>eoplej 
whoy refiijingy or renouncing liberty^ and equality j 
Jhould he defirous of preferving their Prince^ and^. 
privileged cajls ; or of entering into an accommodation 
with them., As thefe decrees di're6lly, and ijudely vio- 
Ifited the law of nations; as they were totally in-. 
^ B compatible 
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compatible with the elements of that policy wEiclT 
teaches one ftate properly to reQiedl another; they 
declared^ in faS:, that the French nation had de- 
termihed to be the tyrants of Europe. In theie de- 
clarations, indeed, the folly of the French rulers 
(a folly very natural to upftart^ and ignorant power) 
was equal to it's infolence: and in confequence of 
thefe declarations, if all the other ftates of Europb 
had been wife j if they had been more influenced by 
common fenfe than by inferiour paffions, and per- 
fuits ; and by an unfortunate negligence ; they would 
immediately have declared war againft France. 
Their aftions very foon fulfilled their threats, as they 
related to us, and to our mighhours : they robbed the 
Emperoor, and the King of Sardinia, - of their 
lawful territories ; and they invaded our allies, whom 
afterwards they fubjugated. Thefe infolent decrees 
were publifhcd; and thefe hoftilities were commit- 
ted, before the commencement of the war betweea 
Great Britain, atid France^ 

All this atrocious conduA the English govern- 
ment bore with unexampled patience, and modera^* 
tion ; which we might be inclined feverely to charge 
with imprudence ; if thfey had not been preferved, 
from the moSt amiable motives ; to fpare the efiufion 
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of hiu3Qan> blood; and the o{\icr unavoidable^ and 
complicated evils of war. While they proceeded in 
tlfis manner, they received not from, us^ one real 
provocation; one juA caule of a proclaimed^ and 
dccifive refentment ; as is evident even in the defence 
of their minute, induftrious, and popular ^ advocate. 
Indeed we had taken a very ferious, and well* 
grounded alarm: we were calling forth the fpirit, 
and the vigour of our country ; we were preparing 
for the national defence ; when a torrent of anarchy^ 
^d*rapacity^ menaced the inundation of the world. 
Our neceffary preparations^ however, after all their 
impudent encroachments, they made a pretext for 
doing what they wotdd have done, at all events : they 
declared war againft Grjbat Britaik, and Holland. 
Thus the war was, on our part, avoided, with the 
utmoil care ; and thusj on our part^ it became un- 
avoidable. 

To Ihow, by another inftance^ the fixed, and 
licentious views of thefe robbers, it will be proper 
here to refer to a letter of MpKOE, their fecretary of 
tiie marine department ; when his mailers had the 
modefly to infill that we fhould put a fipp to the 
au^entation of our navy. In that letter he an- 

* Mr. Eruki^e. 

B 2 nounced 
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nbutiCed the inhnllons of France to fiy to the aid bf 
the English republicans ; to plant in our ijland the tree 
of liberty ; and to deftroy the tyranny of the British 
government. . • 

Thefe fefts are well known ; and they have bedn 

more ably urged than /can pretend to enforce them; 

but the prefent crifis demands that they fliould be 

brought again to'uhiverfal recolleiflion ; and kept in 

. . . ' ' 

^ warm, and ufeful remembrance. No government 

ever fliowed a ftronger difpofition to peace than has 

been evinced by ours ; before hoftilities began, aild 

during their progrefs r no government was eter driven 

• to \^ar by a more over-ruling, and imperious necef- 

iify. Mr. Erskine himfelf explicitly reprobates the 

prominent features of French 'deformity: he ac- 

knowledges that xvie mrght juftly have made the decrees 

which I have quoted, the injtant fdundations ofwtir^ 

It is impoffible for me not to think that this very ac- 

l:no>vledgement gives a. mortal ftab to all his charges 

agalnft the toihifter^ on the fubjeft of the war. In- 

• • • 

deed, 1 would riot ' wifh • foif a more clear, and fStif- 
fa6lory vindication of Mr. Pitt's' coriduft, as amihi- 
fler, than this gentleman*s " View of the Caufes, 
and Confequences of the pfefent Wat ;" — if it is read 
by an unprejudiced ^nd penetrating mind. When a 

pamphlet. 
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pamphlet, written by a man of eminent talentis, who 
is warmly attached ^ to his caufc ; and who has ea(y 
accefs to 'all ufefdl^ and important information, is far 
from effedling it's aim ; if all the topicks^ and arga- 

: ments that he can poffibly mufter, of defence, on the 
one' fide, and of accufation, on the other, are fopliif- 

^ ticaJy or weak^;" the fair deduAion from them, col- 
le6iiye]y taken, almoil amounts to an abfblute ac* 
quittal of the perfon who is accuied. Let me produce 

^*ta ihdrt fpecimen df his do6faines; fVe Jh(ndilhav$ 
^ifved a prudMt^^^and armed neutrality. — ^In another 

.'places — ^e JhouM kuveobferved a foothing neutrality. 

, ^-^We Jhould'haik interfered with Auftria \ — to prevent 

i her from repelling French invafion : — ^and wejhmld 

'-' have frotefted the French republick. All this timD- 
rpbs> ui^decided, pernicious cs^ution we ihould have 
p^^lifed; all this irregular; unprecedented, and dcf- 

* ^|lMfte condu6l^ we ihould have perfued ; in favour of 
an old, inveterate,, and 'perfidious* anemy; who Was 
now grown to a many*-hcaded hydra, that threatened 
the defi:ru6lion of Europe. He profisfles a great, 
and tender regard for religion ; and he is a zealous^ 
^nd indefktigaUe advocate for thofe men who are at 
War, not only with all religion ; but with all morality ; 
both in their theory, and in their lives. " 
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It i$ much to Ibe T^^tted that tbb gentleiaaau^ 
'When ;he 'took the field of ihcHsA^fU^m, ihpuldjiafe 
fo ^ ddbended^to the patron o£ a bad f^v^d, or cnrgn 
to^emDft cccdulotts xeadec df a newfpaper^ as to 
urge; againfi' our adminiftration thcy&ife prpfi^iS^iiis^ 
land exidanations of Lb Brit^k, wd C^^uri^iMKi 
when they were dbtarged with. their loiperjiQUSi aod 
iciiquitousr^decrees ; s^d) with their unpvoyo]qed Mya- 
lion of the territories of. their rnf^igbbpurs. ' 'SififA I 
remihdvMr, £rs£iv£> that it is porfedlly agr^alidle 
to die ! habits of ^0»re decent . diplomatical p^r^s 
than thole of vrepuhUcan Fraitcb, to be p|^^^^ 
at. any jUHi^hire^ to Mi a yamiflied, and empty tale; 
to gain time-to mature their fidi^mes of pprfidy, atid 
ambition? Unii^tealed .decrees; and the retention; 
of invaded domains^ <^aye a diredt lie to theiiroqai* 
table profeflions^' :and fpedous, e;icplanatipn8:. jmp4 I 
cannot: believe tfaat^Mr. EasKtSfay^/of^, thtra^t 
them worthy of theleafi regard. 

If he wrote the piamphlet which hath fpfcad foif^r, 
and wide, from: iiis r^^/ conviction of the g^PfiPil 
rediitude, and goeatnefs of the FR9NC^ C0n4ii6t;: pn 
which he ha&. bellowed the moft lavilh> and : pre-^ 
pbflerous encomiums; if he is con&ious that no par- 
ticle of envy, and diffike of fuperiour power, and 

fupe--* 



fuperiour talents, blended itielf with his hetter fen|t^ 
ments vHtiile he wrote' it (and' I hope that be feds^ 
this confcieuihefi) if his mind was thus actuated, and 
thus purC) while it was employed on his^ late pr^ 
dudtidn^ I fliould be equally ungeneious, and ab-^^ 
futd, if I moaat t^ depreciate his learning; his ^^ 
qu^ce; actd his fame, as= a barriiler:' but I nwift 
take the honefi: liberty t0 obfenre that he hath ihow^i; 
bimfelf by no vfKiam ad adept in pdilical * luymp 
ledge. 

As the pamphlet to which I allude was wiitteq h]F 
amiiid which WHS natimlly aideat, and fufiicicntHy^ 
heated; I was lilewUe jfurimfled at it*s weakness, aa 
a compofition. When I view it on the wholci it 
prompts me to make'ibme remarks which may be par- 
ticularly ufefid in thefe times ; when the boldcfi, and 
itioA deibrudUve princi{des are induftrioufly, and art* 
fcUy propagated* Not eren the grebt abilities of an 
authour^ nor the eaicellence of his cauie^ will always^ 
ef themiehei^ produce the circiaiatiQn, and popu^ 
terity of hi* hook* His par ticidar dation in th^ b<iaw 



* I (hall ever bear a grateful, and refpeftful remembmnce of 

Mr. Erskime's polite attention to me, in two or three inftance$; 

therefore by the great importance of my fubjeA, I am pairfullf 

obliged to animadvert on what fae has written. 

munitys 



X 

\ 



mtinity; the propitious gale with which -fortune has 
blown him alongj in hfe; and fome prevaHferg ^r- 
r6ur, or epidemical infatuation, tvitt mbre po^er- 
ftdly promote his literary fuccefs. *Fhfe 'majority o^ 
the publick are echoes of opinion • for they are fuper- 
ficial in thought. ' I^hey fit dowri fo nead^, haflily 
anticipating their own ^approbation, ' or dfflike of the 

performance: their-litfle ihftin<9:iVe perd^tibnacfiiow 

• .t. "^ 

in umfon with a merely, flowing «ftyle : but when tliey 
come to the authour's blaze of Gallick oratoryV to 
his rights of man ; tq his liberty, and equality ^, to his 
^atriotick vaiour; aiM glorious' atiihi^imtAts'\ the 
intellectual fpell is fhen cbrfapleftted; atid> it iifurps 
the citadel \>Axv^ nature irtea'nt'for tRe fcsit/65f junder* 
flanding. 



i / • > • ' . ' i ' •.\t . ' 



We ihall likewile- be prepared to aviiid j^rplexity, 
and to form a right judgement on *^rious oSje<fts> if 
we properly confider the novelty of ^tHe'caufes, and 
confequences of the FRENtH Revolution ; a novelty, 
not only to the time, and quarter of the world, in' 
which we live; but through all countries, and all 

« 

ages. This novelty confifts of fuch a diverfity, and 

complication of motives, adlions, and' events ; that 

- • • > . 

they ^ve a wide, and curious play to defigningi and 
ingenious fophiftry ; and enable it the inore efFeq^ 
: . J , tually 



< '3 } 

tually tofniflcad honefty and good minds^ of coiqt 
mon cultivation, and abilities^ by it*s artifice, and 
impoiition. This almoft infinitely ramified, an4 
complex novelty ought likewife to temper ourjudgp* 
ment of -the condud of thofe to whom the fupremc 
power of the flateis entrufied; a power, even in the 
moft tranquil, and ferene times, of arduous exercile, 
and beneficence ; if we deferve the name of men; if 
vrt are properly confcious of our own infirmity, and 
fallibility; and of the infirmity, and fallibility of 
human nature. We ought to give the mofi: lenient 
confirucilion to any errour which a great minifter may 
commit; and the warmeil; tribute of efieem, and 
praife, to his provident, and indefatigable applica^ 
tion; and to his more fplendid^ and glorious exer^ 
tions. 

If all the caufes, natural, and elaborate, v^hich I 
have mentioned, had not co-operated to confound 
the fimple difiindtions of right, and wrong ; a pag^ 
or two might have peripiciy>ufly eftablifhed the He* 
ceffity of our prefent war with Fbjlvce. 

I have proved, by an indudtion of lads, that be* 
fore the commencement of the war, the rulers of that 
country treated us, in their threatening, and domi- 

C ]pc^in|; 
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heerlng language, with an ofteritatious infolcnccf 
i\ot Icfs domineering, and iniquitous than that which 
they now exhibit. But their views were not confined 
to our ifland : they declared themfelves the arbiters of 
mankind ; the future n[iafi:ers of the worlds They 
were certainly deftitute of the only title to univerlal 
empire which the Romans could alledge; and which 
is, of itfelf, a very infufficient, a very groundleft 
title; — Dignity of charadler, and conduct. Their 
aftions have correfponded with their threats ; before 
the war, they invaded our allies ; an outrage on the 
law of nations, which has always amounted to a de- 
claration of war, till the late revolution of ideas as 
Well as of eftabliflied inftitutions j till thofe dodlrines 
Vefe induftrioufly diffufed, which are evidently cal- 
tjulated to fubvert all falutary political, and moral 
truth. But their inroads, l,ike their menaces, were 
tiot limited to our allies ; they have feized the terri- 
*tories of other ilates, without the Ihadow of an 
''equitable claim : fome they have fubjdgated by the 
•dread of a lawlefs, and defolating power; and thefe 
vi6lims to the moft humiliating of all tyrannies, with 
an effrontery peculiar to themfelves, they have term- 
-ed their allies; the infolent mockery of fervitude; 
iand the inimitably tranfparent veil pjf oppreffion, 
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/By* the dejpsedattons, and enotmoufly extended 
^Qmlnions of thefe robbers^ the balance of power in 
£uROM hath rccei^rcd a tierriblt concuffion { by re* 
peUinjgf tbeit unbounded ipirit of ufurpation ; by coar 
£xiidg them within ihdr own limits,, it can only be 
r^oied. At prefent> we cannot hope to realize the 
Jtttdr Objed ; but let our utmofl exertions be cUredled 
to fitvour it*8 completion. Indeed this momentous 
balance hath beeui as it were, the axis on which th^ 
.plans, imd memorials of thewifefl, and moft veno- 
rable! Aat^men have always moved : if^ impottance 
is fo firiking that it muft be deady feen by comiium 
fenie, and ob&rvation. 

It has been demonfirated to Europb that iheir late 
farce of negotiation was a compoiition (^unexampled 
perfidy, and infult. When we confider the negotia^ 
tion in it's whole extent, it is one of the many proofs 
that Mi^r cabinet is treacherous, and unfeeling; and 
that Qws is honeft^ and humane. If we had aifented 
to their exorbitant, and monftrou^ preliminary con* 
dition ; in the moment of our aflent, we ihould have 
acknowledged ourfelves what we really mull; have 
been ;---tk£ 8LAVb$ of Fk Aiiq;^ 



Usefe n^inisttou^, ziA VBkCal&Mt TwkBtti^ whd/are 
utkdfst tio covitfoai t>f confcieaoe; of law; ae df rsli^ 
gioti; hav^ fioW) jMibiieUy, acid tepeal^diy decburad 
<wi»at, ' indeed^ made the faManoc of two of ti^ 
d^ct^ees, five years ago) ^at tibey aredctermmcKilto 
intade^ and conqiia- us ; atid like true Romastom)^ 
i(piecours ^ ; iifce £> many FAfiit, Cato^^ and Cist 
^f MKATi ; to give us mild) andiahxtary laxips^vtb v^ 
^ekierate^ mfthiieir pure fpirft, ^z«r dfi|)raV8d btatts.; 
^aial to in&ife into them pul)iickiy and pritflte amtiks. 
^ ihort, tliey faave veiblved (I sask notr :hlkMsMy 
tfan^Qating their Frekch bomtaft) to 4dQ;roy iour ex:» 
cellent confiitution in churchy and i)»te ; ^ to^ di^Kxfe 
of our properties, at their own capricious will ; and 
^'iubfiitute for ^ui^ im^xliable citA, and reli^us 
l>ldfiagS9 . the pnifligacy, and the anarchy ofvF&A^iak. 
They will Hot be aibie to eStd: What they Uifiat^y 
junlefs we axie fatally divided at home : but by Judk 
idi^ifion, I tmft that &itrrAt«r i(when the e:!afi^<M$ 0f 
jour country, in the h^ ienfe of the iv^oitdy k& the^DbJedt 



•*" .The ancient Romans were milder mailers than their all-fubduioe 

*■»♦•• • • . ■** 

modern fucceiTours; to the ilates which f^ey ha4 conqycred, they 
"Tco'ntinU^d the rtijoyment of tlielr own form of government, and of 
their laws, and privileges^ tiifiy neterinterpofed the Romav po- 
lity, or jurisprudence, but wherfteitber evidently pvotnoted the pub- 

of 
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•f the. oonksft) will oe?cr. &1L Ii* wx A%m x^fnsfi 

J From.thefe unqueftionable fa^s^ which I haro * 
brat oarefal ^uftly to ftate^ it fuiely muft be eviukAC 
lo every diipafSonate^ and diltojiuig judge» that wo 
aaincif with a particle of reaibn^ impute the calami*^ ^ 
j^es of this war to our great Minifto: (if ever a mi^ 
iiiflcr ik&rved the epithet) but to thofe unpria* 
eiplfid, and fangviiuary tnen^ who have db&xanttif 
ria&&d our candid^, genorout^ and teptaicd otSEstB 
«f peace; and whom wc inajr^ therefinre, pro« 
pcdy ' proriounce^ the murdereirs pf the human 
^^ecids ; a nation of RoB£8Pi£&aBS. Ever iince thejr 
broke lopib.ftom. all political lefiraintsj their conduiSk 
to G&£Ai? BaiTAm has been founded on the maxim 
which has. lately been proclaimed to the world by 
MoKGE^ their ieoator^ and flone*cutter ; thai iie^woi 
^ates could nof£o*exifi ; andihaiihe one wujl hefuhdued^ 
bndJitbjeSed. by the* other. With people oijuch tenets; 

« 

towhich> withalong^ and unrelenting implacability^ 
they have adhered in prat^ice^ it was impoffible to 
avoid a war. To us the war was necefTary ; to 
jSinnopi it tiT^s fiiendly. ; for if ^c had not diecked 
^ FuBNcar. torrisnt of invafiqu^ it would have fpisead 
naore defiiuxfdvely over our divifion of the globe. 
i-i X Surely, 
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Sufely, evtfy EnoLisHkAN^ who derervas that dO> 
tinguifhing appellation^ in the ani^Is^ of liberty i whenr 
he hds taken a proper View of all theie obje<5i:8 ; will 
be moii^ ea:fily prepared to facrifice his property^ dad 
his life, than to iufier the Dire^lory of France to 
be' his fovereigns, and dictators. If aiiy fubjedt of 
BkiTAm is^ at /i(i£ jundture, . an advocate forthefe 
unparalleled ufurpers y if he will not co-operate with 
government, and with his utmofi: ability/ to repell 
their iniblence, and injuflice ; ofUf, of three, reaibns 
muft 1^ affigned for his indifference, or hoftUe dii^ 
pofijtion to the publick welfare. His intelleS: xnuil 
be very weak ; or it muf): be extremely infe<fted, and 
debilitated, with that French poifoh, which, in va* 
rious vehicles, has been moA induflriouily diifemi^ 
nated over the world ; or it muil be intoxicated with 
ah itinmoral, and. inordinate ambition* From one, 
at leail, of thefe caufes, his miicondo<£b mud origi* 
Oate: if I could pofiibly difcover any one more, 
honourable, I would willingly produce it My mind 
isj at prefent, too ftrongly aAuated by objects of the 
mofl important magnitude, to defcend to little pre* 
judices, and pailions. There are men who rejeft 
opinions which are very dear to me, 3^homI love^ 
and eileem. ^Tis true, I have applied terms of th0 
mofi: e:]^pliclt reprobation to the French enoxmitiea; 

T not 
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not becauie thdy had over-heated my fancy; but 
becaufe I was fatisfied that thofe terms were juft« 
When we communicate to the world truths of the 
greateft moment^ we fhould not emafculate them 
with a falfe delicacy ; with a Tague> and indi(crimi« 
nate politenefs ; we ought to convey thofe truths in 
words as commenfurate as pofiibIe> with their ideas* 

■ 

At this hour of retirement^ and thought^ I know that 
I am deeply interefted, and impreflcd^ only with the 
love of my country ; and with my abhorrence of all 
t^anny. And it is not in the nature of the fenti- 

> 

ments which are excited by thefe principles, to take a 
partial and illiberal direction. We Ihould all give 
our ferious, and unprejudiced attention to make the 
preient times^ with a ^^//^r meaning than that of a 
profligate, and contemptible fcribbler, — ^Th£ Age op 

]R.£A80H* 
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INVINCIBLE ISLAND. 



V^ AN all the mind^s fertility pourtrajr 
Man^s pndei and madnefi, on fome futilre day t 
FaANCBr governed long by abfolute command ; 
f^ormed to conyulfe^ but not to rule a land ; 
Fran^e^ that hath left no path 6t drinies untrod ; 
Foe to all virtue ; even at war with Qon ! 

Whom flaves^ before^ whom tyrants^ noW) we find; 
(The natural progrefi of the human mind !) . 

FaANCS^ (have I lived thefe monffarous times to fee !) 

> 

Francs is to teach Britannia to be free ! 
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. - , . . . „ — .a . 

. Iflatid of blifs ! renowned for laurels won! 
Accept this ardent fervice of thy fon ! 
While at this awfully momentous time ; 
Alike unparalleled in prdife, 'and rhyme^ 
Others with civick wreaths crown every hour, 
More blefl*^ with wealthy or Arec^hened more with 

power ; 
Poets can only add a fprig of bay ; 
Poets can only givatheir^j^alouslay ! 
Oh ! were my mufe as warm as my defires ; 
Were her flame equal to my patriot fire3; 
Fine corufcatioiis, (Parting from 'my page, ' ' • 
Haply might Itimulate the generous ragd 
That glows in every BRjfxisk, Tree-born fetir; 
While Gallia threats AVr InfoteAt coititrou'l ! * 



U ' ' 



» ' ' i 



Jealous of 'tibef'ty*^ of Gloffi pfan, ' ' 
feV-z^J^tV^iaitiisWtli'bfe^^^^ ^^- - 

. Never l-^Ail'feNG^Hii^N^ll^^SH^ 
\io bards us given m prophecy to now ; 
SHAKESPEARE/lhe'jeft of^etcry GrALLick fbo^ 
(Echpes of Ferney's fuperficial fchool ; 

I Who 



* • 



Whofe verfe is rhyme ;j y()wre <MP«!?Sfo l?9^lj«4 :-;r) 

he? 
Like brethren, Lei op^ Hl^qd hut ^^ ;, . . 
The dffiuUleis,^C|Qjsp,ij.R> w4;ti?e I>ouqi.a^, Jf»io«d^",. 
Jnunif^ofjyealth; o( h^rt;, of m^dr; ^ 

ll^iH^^<^v§°^ whp d^iyes the cxin^fon, .q?ir j 
And wage againft the world fuccefsful v/ar. 

Bleft with the ^^gr^pc^ of E^ysia^ alt; . , 

Kepelling from their land ambitious Rome ! 

Naj? (^?r?i"P.?t*fti°!tl> ».ean, hate, I \j^y> 

To union fumqpiQped t>y, the common (pe) 
I,fo««,^y tbpfc who fell at Px,qd5j:n's field; , . 
With hearts that knew to conquer, not to yield ;— 

And by our. Ehqx-ish g^ofts i t^e glorious d^d ; 
Who at famed j^g^i^i^oukt^ and Cresst^ bled ; 
If we obey the maxijn of pur f?er j . 
A poet; prophftj PolUician, h^rci .. 



.b 
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Life's current iliD ihall prove, in British bloody 

Of valour an infuperable flood ; 

Still other Maklbo&ouohs ; other Wolfss &aU 

Tifej 
To glad a nation^s hearts ; a nation's eyes ; 

r 

Again their thunder, wifli juft vengeance, hurfed^ 
By land, fliall crujfh the robbers of the world ; 
While Hawkbs, and Howe^; and Dukcamts, o]| 

the iliain, 
Impurple Neptune's realm with Frenchmen fiain; 
With murmur flits each melancholy ghoft ; 

• * • • • , 

Curing it's dreams of treading Ekgl anil's coaft. 

But while my mind approves ; admires ; reveres 
• The hand infrepid that our veflel fteers ; — ^ 

Not with 'French rant; with English firmnefii 

braves 
Meteors of anarchy, and faAion's waves i 
While I revere each patron of the ftate ; 
Let me not clafs too low the poet's fate* 
Poets give grace, and ener^ to tnind j 
And fpeed the noble paiEdns of inan^^ 
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Pindar mTTHEBAN boibtns ligbted flameSi 

To pa&t for glory at Olymfia's games; 

And to deferve their country's beauteous dames% 

The bard, Tyrtaus, with his patriot long, 

Raifed from defpair the liftening Spartan throng; 

Taught their chilled hearts with ancient heat to glow; 

And drove their arms, in thunder, on the foe. 

For his iirft pleafure of nodhimal hours. 

Young Ammok^ bleft with ardent mental powers, 

Clofe to his conquering fwoid the I1.IAB laid. 

Invoking Hombr's venerable ihade : 

Tbe god-like Urain he read with fleeplefi ^^es ; 

And fired his ibul with verfe, to great emprize. 



Oh! then, might Dryi>en*s mufe my numbers fire; 
His eaiy force ; his eloquence in{|>ire ; . 
Give all his fiarvour to my vigorous line ; 
^' His long, majeftick march, and energy divine*;** 
Wbipb multiplied Britannia*s naval balls ; 
4nd drove them home, through Holland^s oaken 
walls ; • 1 



Or 



• e ) 

i 

That T3rgejJ;^r. <?«flq(«. pp.tfce pri<?e o$ 1|YAHf ; 
A ^][^ pt atl&M from Sedi^)Q> tr^tR ^ . ; . 

Thofe piftv^m wpuM;?te»c th^ii: i«Mkiftv>pl fififet 

I 

From demoq:^^ fijgs, of %g?^rji. iiigtrti-^rrrr I 

Praifed,io.th? (age'% pr?^.}, Ihe pi)pt-?.%tM; 

That equal code whk}l^. ^9V^'K■^Sf^m^xs admm^^ ; . / 

Which WMm.9 fi*<.venoS..wth. the par^fir^ ; ; 

Bleft p^ir! whJk tvi«t(i(ph<F^.^NpHW«>f:pl«f^ «?? 
caufe, 

Ho\\? Eii^e;, Aif » feeU t^f . ^k^m ]?m A , r 
Your country's glory, yt\Ufi.l^fi v^]ped,£^5^e ; 
Now, in her SoxtwA« ftfitf, .yftur g^^ifltf jf's^anfvq { 



Would but one fpirU <lf:tfe9 m(g¥)5 .^fi4.; 
Hi8heat.bfnignpnl^i%..R4pQiTpr.flied},:, . ,, ,• \^ 
Would BtJRKE, who gave us poetry in fff^^f 

While fbength of argument collateral flows ; 

With 
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With great Jfilggeftfc«S Ifll ttiy •pobtex bwaft ; 
'Twould then, ^kh -^driods agi^tioh tfeft, " ' 
<|bngenial ienib, and ifnagei'y prddate, 
6f private rij*dre, knd dfpublki crfe.-- 
TraiiBfufe A/^ fehrid aef het to my line ; 
The coynefs I could bear of all thie Nine. 
Oh ! come ; to mafl dlfpdfed fer cve^r wdl i • 
People with PLATO^sTofms my lonely eell; 
Thofe imCA^ in eloqiieilce by thee conveyed ; 
In thy inelliita<$us fiylc) celeflial fh^de ! 
A fpliindid world of poetry would fliow ; 
And with tnorc mufick teach my v^rfc to flow ; 
Come, then ; t6 letters 'Warmly ftill inclii&ed ; 
Enrich'lfiSyYahdy, and infortn toy mind ! 



• » 



When Iff *ea from to^ ]f>erfuits, dur ittinds ttttehd | 
lateh iflOM^pda is*is couniry'sfHend : 
^Tis true, *he preidpts glide j they fdftJy'Htcil, 
Put >r^^rto the'miafs of piiWick'wcai. 
The favourites 6f the TnUfe, With fine cotttrouU - • 
With force delightful, draw the captive foul ; 

- '" Suf. 
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Suffufe all {iKHral truth with channing grace t 
And pufh the virtues of the human race i 
Their own they pulh ; intent on high renoWn, 
They feel not^ while the Nine their temples crown^ 
Envy's mean arts, nor Pride's pr^fumptuous frown. 

Would Heaven*s omnipotence on me beftow 
Thofe powers which in poetick ftory flow ; 
Which fiery fouls could with it's magick tame i 
And change the paflions of the human frame ; 
Then fhould my country foon pofTefii, combinedj 
All her dread force of matter, and of mind : 
To matter, po werlefa to deftroy, or favc } 
" The womb of Nature, and perhaps her griive*j'* 
All aft ; all eilergy, by mind is given ; 
That emafaation from the throne of heaven ( 
Our earth were dead; our fun; our days; ouryear^t 
Unlefs a -Got) for ever wheeled the (pheres ; 
Then let two god4ike rtkinds no longer j^ r. 
But drive, in harmony, the ftorm of war 1 



♦• MiLTOV* 
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When iEloquence*s bright, rcfiftiels ilood^ 
Shall roll, united, for yout country's good ; 
When iheihall heat you plead her urgent caufe^ 
With atdent coticord, of endangered laws } 
Of property ; of life ; of all that's dcat ; 
Of all that mores the fmile ; or draws the tear ; 
The force eledbick Ihall pervade our iflc ; 
The queen of nations ihall tefume her iiaiile ;-^ 
Hear !-— by the mifet^s vote the war fupplied ; 
See ! cowards pant to die as Burgess died ! 
Who can each powerful ftimulus withftand ; 
Whctt Rohbers threaten ; and when you command ? 
Wellpleafed, though proftratc> falls poetick pride ; 
By Oratory's pathos far outvied : — 
But let my verfe with flronger intereil flow;— . 
^y your exertions proftrate falls the foe ! 



Of all the talents that from heaven we fliarc. 
We find the firft-rate orator's moft rare* 
In ancient times, two commonwealth^ were blei); 
Each, with ixoR genius^ of thefi; powers poflcfied ; 

E The 
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The firil, in Athbi^ s^ lengthened Freedom*^ date ; 
Her drooping life^ in a degenerate flate s 
The next (great yi(5lim to a tjrrant's doom 1) 
Repelled deftru6lion from majeflick Romb !— * 
Two firll-rate orators in Britain live ; 
(Sucli glories can her conflitution give !) 
If^ then^ in former governoients^ me fage^ 
By Hermes fired^ could vanquiih hoftile rage ; 
Sure^ two fuch patriots may preferve our own; '. 
Secure our ienate^ and proted our throne. 



Thou orator ! whofe praife would fpeed my mu& { 
Her numbers poliih^ and expand her views ; 
Whofe focial character I love ; whofe fire. 
Pregnant with iplendid genii^s, L admire; 
Forgive the liberal poet, who prefumes 

(His muie^ with awe, contrads her burnilhed plumes!) 
On ground political to move with thee ; 
But this great crifis bids us all be free. 
Would Fox for a wild horde of Tartars plead ; 
Who ilill for freedom is prepared to bleed ? 

All 



m ♦ 
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All maiks thofe lavages have thrown away $ ^ 
Have now announced themfelves in open day. 
Feaoe they deipife ; their trade is to annoy ; 
Deceit^ and infult^ are a Frenchman's joy ! 
To an old proverb Pimic faith gave birth ; 
French faith be now the proverb, o'er the earth : 
'Tis true^ that faith was of notorious fame. 
When all it's realms adored a monarch's name ; 

But then their court politely broke it's word ; 

I ^ " » 

^ike gehtlemen, whofe honour is their fword : 
!6ut .now the low meohahicks of the land ; 
Thof^ chieftains^ ^' of exceeding good command'^; 
Unmoved with fhame, advance the grofleft lie ; 
Callous to refutation's calm reply ; 
. Or with fome bold aflront it's force defy : ' 
AiTume their kindred rabhle's brutal airs ; 
And almoft kick ambaiTadours down flairs. 
Oh ! cruel talk, by Providence affigned. 
To try a learned, pplilhed,. candid ound; \ 






That 
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That mind oppofed by artificial fphercs^ 
To igooxsLncc, and iolQlence i^— its peers ! 
May MALiii£6iiVRY d^n ^tt^n^oii to my la^ 1 
And frpmnip venal pen accept his praife 1 
Let from the fcholar^s mind' a tribute flow ; 
And 36 a B&iTov take the thanks I owe. 
Oil with thy * father my enamoured youth 
Wooed, in his groves Athenian^ beauteous Truth 1 
And as his cominent on my ipirit wrought, : 
The Stagyrite more clearly mpt my thought } 
The more J loved what god-like Plato taught, 
'^hife thus I reafoned with the good, and wife, 
^HCEpvd, in June» too early left the Ikics ! y.) 
^he fon is worthy to fiicceed the fire ; 
3rhine is his yirtue ; thine his Attic fire : 
Born to cqntrflil tbyfelf, in way w^d tiraiest 
With dire abcttprs of all human criijieS ; 



* In this paflage I alludf to the works of the late celebrated 
James Haruis, Efq; of Salifbury; which' I Ihidied wkh jgreat 
plcafure ; and which are highly, and equally diftingwiflied by their 
learning ; their eleguicef luid their zed fof iHiniie, 
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Vfom» 



-V^i^B^^H 



( 33 ) 

I, 9S a B&iTisH delegate, to ihovr 
How far ingenuous dignity can go ; 
While by the French tranfaAions was exprefied 
What bafenefs can pollute the human breaft. 



Thefe are the pygmies, who, all-good, all-wife, 
Jn their vain fancy, to old Romans rife ; 
Thefe are thfe generous fathers of mankind. 
Who promife that by fome propitious wind. 
Their Heaven-fent fleets our coads, ere long, Ihall 

fee;-^ 
■p-They land; they conquer; and they raakfe us free! 
Who would not laugh, this impious boaft to hear ; 
Did not it's impious nonienfe wound our ear ? 
Say, fince your monarch's death, ye vaunting elves. 
What liberty hive you enjoyed, yourfelves? 
Now, nine long yeats in a6ling madly wrong 
(Various, and dire events have made them long !) 
YouVe paffed : thus, from your revolution's date, 
Primes heaped on crimes have driven your hdadloiig 

Thofc 
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Thofe years what deeds of genuine ^ory grace ? 
Bombafi^ and bloody and rapine fill the ipace! ^ 

Eager, abroad, yoxir neighbour's rights to feize j 

At home, to trample on your own decrees ; 

Confufion on confufion you have hurled j 

The FAND^MomvyL of our upper world ! 



Not polity's mere elements you know ; 
Of order ignorant; to it's blifs a fqe ! 
Tell mQ • — with intelledtual vifion ftrong^ 
While a blind chaos whirls your ftate io long;--^ 
Tell me ; with tranquil ftudy have you feen. 
What Locke, what MoMTTEsquiEU, what SypnkT 

mean ? ^ 

HaYcyou the paths tp the heft fcience trodj 
By which a man participates his Gop ? . 
Have you implqred that Gop tp dart a be^n. 
To light you through the. complicated theme? 
That mighty theme, whofe bleffings, as they flow^ ^ 
Cheer, and exalt our being here belo\v ; , 

The theme that fpreads fair plenty o'er a laq^ ; 
While juft obedience bows to juft command i 

That 
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That cheers the hXiiband's labour; charms the wife; 
And throws £lysium ^ound connubial life ; 
That, brought to a6lion, fires all minds ; all hearts ; 
Stirs all great paifibns -y urges all fine arts ; 
To love of cQUntry, and to glory, wakes 
The fouls of Duncans, as the fouls of Drakes ; 
Bkcites the bard to encrgetick lays ; . 
His deareft recompence, that country's praife : 
Brings matchlefs orators to fplehdid day ; 
Gives Pitt's, and Fox*s genius, all their play ! 
That theme ; that conftitution, at this hour, 
(Blefl influei^ce of her large, pervading power !) 
That theme; that, conftitution now invites, 
Intreats her Fox to plead her facred rights ; 
She hopes^ in the palladium of his mind, 
Por fafety firom the Tiefiife of mankind 5 
Woos him his lefs ambition to forego ; 
And pour his greater on the common foe; 
To^afp, in friendship, Englakd's whole expanfe; 
To u^el nought hoftile to his peace but F&akcb ; 
His BRITISH brother-lion proud to join; 
And add new luftre to the fearlefs line ; 

She 



( 36 ) 

She wooa bim fiill to earn more high tenovrn; 
More vivid foliage for the patriot's crown. 



Sage policy I how powerful is it's plan I 
To his laft excellence it brightens man ! 
It's comjdex operations fieal along ; 
Infilence, adlive; in gradation^ firong; 
For ever vergipg to their parent-goal ; 
Their god- like aim ; the wdi&re of the whole ! 



Ye ftupid atheifls I moves this fine machine 
In your tumultuous, ianguinary fcene ? 
Makej^ou it's laws your knowledge, or your care ? 
Murderers of all that's good^ and wiie^ and £ur i 



Your nation with the (arce of kingly power 
At firfi you mocked ; poor phantom of an hour ! 
No proper prefTure to that King you gave. 
In the ftate's weight j-— a mere conipicuous flaye ! 
Statefmen, unparalleled through every age 1 
Shall all your crudities difgrace my page i . . 

4 Coun- 
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' Coui)ciis ; cofivaitions ; and aliemblies loud ; 
£ach^ a mechaoick, upftart, bawling crowd ; 
Diredtories^ more grave^ and famous far; 
Great in their nerVous arguments for war ! 
Let me but fkim thefe monfters in my iirains ; 
The fhapelefs progeny of moon-flruck brains. 
No railing, this ; men of difceming eye 
Blunders in all your plans at once defcrys 
You work on no Urong bafe ; your fabricks alU ^ 
As foon as reared, are tottering to their fall ; 
Soon (folr no part fupports ; no part coheres) - 
They fink, and cralh, and thunder round your ears. 



From all the pra(5tice of your motley fway. 
Your «i;/7 juflice bears the palm away. 
When honefi lawyers, whom all tyrants hate, 
Hed for their clients, doomed to lawlefe fate ; 
When hy your orders ; hy your forms they pled ; 
Anticipating vengeance marked them dead ; 
Your juflice, like your axe, a mere machine; 
And both were Ibntenced to the guillotine I 



B^t 
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But now their genius finds a ilranger mode ; 
Their penal ftatutes take a longer road* 
Ndw, with the Deity thefe judges vie j 
Now, with intuitive, omnifcient eye. 
They fee the traitor ;— in ethereal itiind^, 
A duU^ cold procefs no admiffion finds ; 
Power felf-derived ; power fclf-informcd' commands; 
And off he (ails to Afric's burning lands. 
Tiiis is Morocco's coroprehenfive plan ;— 
-AmoderoftteAtaERiNEdivan.. 
Thefe men have promifed, on fomb genial day, 
To cheer our darkened ifle with Freedom's ray ; 
Tranfcendent merit pafled our own to make ; 
And ipare our nation for their Nswton's fake. 
Oh ! hallowed, long ; oh ! venerable name ! 
Art thou diihonoured by injurious, fame ! 
Thy name ihould ftrike thofe fiends with filent awe \ 
Saint of Religion's ; prieft of Nature's law ! 
Yet to thefe wretches muft we go to fchool, 
To learn to fiourifh under equal rule ! 
Need I fay more ?-i-If more 1 had to fay. 
My English feelings would impede it's way ! 

Let 
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Let thcfe incentives^ Fox, have all their force ; 

4 / 

And ihape^ magnanimous^ by thenty thy courfe : 

Give ill-timed * oppoiition to thj5 wind ; 

And leave all party-fpirit far behind. 

Who would not adl what millions will approve ? 

What gains it*s author univerfal love ? 

Who would not, with ambition fraught, afpire 

To condudl which the coldeft hearts admire ? 

Think of the fummit of immortal fame ; 

And think of each illuflrious E^^glish name ! 

Perhaps, of Britain fome departed friend. 

At times ; may, iow, thy filent thoughts attend ; 

,Suggefl: that when the brighteA glory calls. 

In the great foul, felf-love defeated, falls; 

^ An un^r, or fupcrficial reafoncr may tell me, that Mr. Fox 
has relinquiihed oppofition to the Minifter, by feceding from Par* 
liameat To tkis I reply, that we may be iBduflrious to defeat a 
rival in many ways befides that of immediate, perfonal contefl;-— 
that negative often operate more powerfully than pofitive hoftilities; — 
that they (hould never be adopted by great nu^s, becaufe ttky are 
the common waifire of the meangfi^^'^-^^^^ that a$ I higMy •re^)e6b 
Mr. Fox, I can never refleft on his retreat from his fenatorial ila« 
tion, at tkit time, without pain. 

F a That 



That fuch a foul, • clogged withno grofs allay. 

Wings it's direft, and elevated way ! 

Let * Hamden*s whilper prompt the generous deed ; 

Let Sydney's hint illumine Virtue's meed ; 

And let not K.ussEL*safpe6ltinge thy dreams ' 

With clouds of forrow, but with heavenly gleams ! 

« 

By minds of no deep thought, we all have heard 
A propofition haflily averred ; 
That as the poftdiluvian race of men 
Sink to the grave, at threefcore years and ten ; 
Rife, flourifh, and decay ; then yield their breath ; 
Such is of empires, too, the life, and death : 
They, in their infancy, and youth, proceed. 
With every arduous ; every glorious deed : 
Matured, with great, and rival fiates, they vie:— 
Commerce, and luxury fpread s they droop j they die. 



♦ If Charles the Firft was a tyrant (though I believe that he 
neytrm^mt^ to b^ a tyrant) we now have tbcm&nds of tyrants to 
opp6fc« 

This 
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This doiSbine wQl not bear theiofi ofirnths; 
A ftate may hold interminable ybutii ; 
That ftate, unlimited in age matuiUy 
Againft the worft'events may prove iecure : 
Frail maais madexsHone coiqpadted frame ; 
And fbon<the graircmnft have it^s aiwful claim: 
But empires long may • ward their &tal date ; 
Long may fucce<;di»g lives protra£i /M'r fate. * 

Think what depends on o^ illuflrious life : : 

Think how the Thi^ban^ with his. martial Arife ; 
With all his virtues, all his talents, hleflcd ; 
Sprung, like an eagle^ for his Tii£ftfis <Mreffed ; 
Like Jove's own lightning, darted on his prey ; 
And Greece's pahnamperial bore away ! 
But when divine EpAMiNONnAS died, 
Hrs jfnatchlefs worth no equal chief fiipplied ; 
Withered, at once, was all his coimtry's bloom ; 
And Thebes, and re, were buried in one tomb« 
Great orators will die ; great hax)e3 bleed ; 
New heroes, and new orators fucceed ; 
Apparent ruin at mankind is hurled ; 
Som^ Axi^AS rifes^ and he props the world ! 

So> 
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So^ FiTTs^ and Foxes^ ibcdng in Tirtubuis vnU, 

The fpheres of our bell ancedElor& .may. fill ; 

May join the factious to their counifry's fric»ds ; 

And as the focial mais harmoniouft blends^ 

May breathe a flatne impetuous through the whole; 

And make a people^ one, a1l-c<m(]piering fouL 

Then, by the preiiing eTiIs> of the times ; 

*Their indolence ; corruption; luxury; crimes; 

Slightly the purer paffion is annoyed ; 

By iVV afflatus is the nation buoyed ; 

It's heat tbefe noxious vapours clears away ; 

As clouds diipede before the god of day* 



Thus the Creator ; thus the Lord of all^ 
ImpreiTes, ever, and preferves out ball ; 
* Works plaftick nature, through her varied range ; 
And Simulates her powers, at every change ; 
Bids. them their ads eilential ilill maintain ; 
And deluges, and earthquakes rage in vain* 

* Mens agitat molem; et toto fe corpore mifcet. — ^Virgil. 

Mute 
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Mute be the croaking prophets of the day ; 
Creating danger ; raiflng vain diimay. 
Whene'er a ipeck of publick ill appears ; — 
French^ in their hopes ; or female, in their fears ! 



As on it*s iblid bafe our empire ilands ; 
And all it's forces * unimpaired commands ; 
Let us, if we peruie grave hiftory's page. 
To dignify this world's inferior ftage. 
Adopt examples from a better age. 
While yet unfhaken, let us learn from Rome 
Of ancient fame, to ipurn a fervile doom ; 
Or Ihould our fea-girt ifle her danger ihare -, 
Her let us emulate, and ipurn deijpair. 
True to itfelf, the greatly confcious foul 
No petty finiles, nor petty frowns controul ; 
When the worft ills aifail, it's conflidls rife ; 
l^'rom firmneis, and the juftice of the ikies, ' 



* I here anticipate the cavil, and the puny triumph of democra- 
tical ignorance. So long as any ibte can provide the neceflary fup- 
plies of war, and, at the fame time, preferve it's national health^ 
and vigour; the forces tf that Jtate are ummpaired* 

It 
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ft ftill anticipates complete relief. 
In all the majefty of Roman grief* 

When dreadftil Annibal j ftupendoni? foe I 
Fearlefs of Alpine heights; of Alpinb fnow; 
Thofe heights had pailedi he poured, aloDg the 

plains, 
A furious fide of war on Romb's domains ! 
Genius ; the love of fame^ of Rome the hite. 
Wrought all the fpletidour of this hero's fate; 
No bounds to glorious deeds hath heaven aiiigned. 
When three fuch powerful engines move the mind. 
Firft at Ticinitm were his rapid arms 
Vidtorious ; and through Latium ijpread alarms; 
The frighted river rolled a purple flood ; 
Great Po, with borrour, felt the generous blood. 
Still Afric's lion the proud eagle tore; 
And T&ebia's flream was red with Roman gote» 



Almoft with filial grief the claffick mufe 
The lake, the hills of Trasimenus views I 



Pa*x. 
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V 

\ 

Patavivu^s glory ; how tby page divine 
Makes Roman valouV in misfortune ihine! 
Nature, with fqualid rtieti, predi(%s the fray; 
She fends a gloomy^ dank^ and weeping day ; 
The realms of Italy with earthquakes reds 
Which all but the contending armies feel; 
Divine, and human rage, at once, are hurled; 
And Jove, and Annibal divide the world. 
Sickly, through Nature's horrours, gkains the fun; 
Carnage completes the fpene which th^ begun. 



Of common minds the fortitude is iefs. 
As deeper fwells the climax of diftrefs ; 
Not fo the RoMAKS; even to Cannje's field 
Their unfubmitting fpirit (corned to yield. 
A heavier chain of woes o^n hiftory telt ?*--^ 



—At OakKjS fifty thou&nd Romans fell ! 

The^rapid Aitfidtts was near the plain ; 

The melancholy tidings of the flain 

if<? rolled, in blood Patrician, to the main! 

How imminent was, now, . the Romak doom | 

,TJie conquerour, but an cafy march from Ronk:k ! 
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And what a conqubrour ! fty, can hiftdry {how 

So great a people matched with fuch a foe ? 

Curfe on my lays, if ever they refuie 

Praife to the man who fhades my favourite views ; 

In whom the world admires the real charms 

Of genius, or in letters, or in arms ; v 

If, though cohlpicuous gallantry prevail^ 

I tell De Winter's cold, Dutch, envious tale I 

But the French Corsican will France oppofe. 

Though wild her. gasconading rhetorick flows. 

With feeble modern Italy overrun ; 

Nay, with his trophies even from Air stria wori;« 

—Will fhe oppofe him to Amilcar's fon ? 



Let me, with ardour, following glory's call. 
View Rome's confummate greatnefs in her fall. 
When from his favourites Jove awhile withdrew; 
And turned to Carthage, with propitious viewj; 
Evils oppreffed ; but ftill the Roman rofe ; 
Humane, in .triumphs, and augufi:, in woes : 
When Cannae's field to frefli alarms gave birth ; 
And ihook thole energies that ihook the earth; 

When 
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When plans were oiFered, in a warm debate^ • 
Unequal; i^o the high decrees of fate ; 
To court renown,^ like fons of Rome, no more; 
To breathe ignobly,^ on fome foreign Ihore ; . 
*[f he youthful * Scipio drew his flaming fword ; • 
Worthy companion of each fiery word ! 
The.deftined faviour of his country fwore 
By Jove, who had protected Rome before. 
That all who heard him fhould refift the foe ; 
That valour ft ill might ward the fatal blow> 
1j)iat ftrength, and honour were referved for Rome, 
Of long duration ; of perpetual bloom : 
^^ If on^ man here ihrinks from his country's gQod, 
« My vengeful blade Ihall fcek the daflard's blood ! 
His oath with patriot hearts his audience ftel; 
Awe<i Ipfe by Annibal's than SciPio's fteel. 



. > 



But not alone thus adted SciPio*s foul ; 
The fame intrepid thoughts infpired the whol^. 



* See Note A, at the end. 
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When * Varro to the cd|>its(l returned; 

Whole valour had with warmth deftrudire burned 1 

All orders in proceffion met the chief; 

Eager to pour into his mind relief; 

Thanked him for bravely bearing Fate's harih doom 1 

*^ For not defpairing of imperial Rome ! 

What was the confcquence ? — Rome's empire roie 

On the vafl ruins of her Pun 16 foes ; 

Great deeds achieved ; and greater ftill defigned ; 

For preffurc but new-fprings the generous mind ; 

As go!d by Volcah's torture is refined. 

Even in the fiercefl war is Britaih blefied | 
With no deftriiuSlive ravages diO:refled ; 
Even now her fons are not compelled to ceoie 
The fweet employments^ and the joys of peace : 
Environed with tranquillity, the fwaia 
Rears the new hay; and reaps the golden grain} 
Commerce with ufual vigour ipreads her fails $ 
And England's fortune fends auipicipus gales : 



* See Note B^ attbeend. 
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From human h\\k no founds difcordant jar^ 

But Faftion's clamour^ with it's wordy war. 

What moll we value j property j law; life ; 

From all the horrours of the martial ftrife. 

Nature^ and man, alike^ with us defend ; . 

—Their generous efforts let us all befriem)* 

No Buonapartes in our ifle iball rage; 

No dreadful Punic war have we to wage ;. 

The god of ocean ever guards mr ihore ; 

His wavesy and our viAorious cannon roar ; 

3till we poflefs our old internal powers ; 

And English wealth, and hearts, and hands are ouo; 



Then, let each honeft man difmifs his fears ; 
J^t every timorous woman dry her tears : . 
And jfou, domeflick enemies, who ^ead. 
With Ibuls malignant, artificial dread ; 
!|Let phantoms covirt you to Ibme foreign Arand ; 
And ijpit, too good kftym^ your native land. 



When France imperial dignity maintained ; 
When Louis* fortune, and her Colbert reigned ; 

When 
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When female charms, and female wit ihfpired ; 

And all that fplendour with their ether fired ; 

Her threats ; her force, if w^ could then difdain ; 

Of France degenerate Ihall we bear the chain ? 

Shall we^ to English fame no longer true. 

Stoop to a yile, marauding, ruffian crew ? 

Shall English talents their protection owe 

To De la Croix ; to Monge, and to Lepaux ? 

Shall Gallia^s hireling chief M^/er i?ealms command ; 

Diflblve our fenate, and * divide our land ? 

Is any price enormous that we pay 

To quell the tempeft of ehaotick fway ? . 

* Their civil, are analogous to their pen^J hrws* fiuoNJLPAitT£ 
who is a general, affects to be a flatefman, too, without a particle of 
political knowledge; indeed, all that hie writes, is in the peremptory, 
oftentatious, empty manner of that nation oiF which he has^the ho- 
nour tobethefirft l^wlefs myrmidon. He advifes his Liguxian 
republick to divide their ftate into ten military departments; each 
of them is to be commanded by an officer of the line : by this infti- 
tution, adds the So^on of Fjelance, you will be fuoe <rf au accu-* 
rate adminiftration of juftice. I hope that this Corsican Draco 
'will never have it in his power to eftablifti his fimple, concife, and 
falutary code, in Englam>. "■ .• / . 

No.; 
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No ;— if, at cafe we draw not British breath ; 
Well court a glorioiis poverty, or. death. 



There are incentives in the roll of fate ; 
Which, in coUifion with a mighty ftate, 
Wouldyo ftrike fire; — fuch talents would Ihoot forth; . 
Such emulation ; fuch exerted worth ; 
That were it's conflitution in decline; 
With all it's ancient luftre it would Ihine. 
My COUNTRY ! jufily every Briton's pride ; 
Where Freedom ftill is anxious to rcfide; 
Becaufe, conft rained from other lands to flee. 
She found her walls of adamant in thee ! 
Great patronefs of man*a eternal caufe ; 
His mild religion, and his equal laws ! 
From diftant ages Providence's care ; 
Parent of gallant fons, and daughters fair ! 
Where, in the cultivated rural fcene, 
Ceres, and Flora wear their brightefl: mien 1 
And where, in focial elegance are joined 
The charnls of perfon, and the charms of mind;. 

4 Of 
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Of fage philofophcrs a numerous train ; 
Of men moft powerful in poetick firain ! 
Should human excellence our fearch engage, 
In recoUedling down, from age to age; 
While memory travels, too, from pole to pole ; 
The firft achievements of the human foul. 
Great Queen of Iflands, we fhall find in thee ; 
Divine at land, and terrible at fca ! 
Since Europe, now, her arbitrefs reveres ; 
And looks to thee, with mingled hopes, and fears; 
Of all the deeds that British annals praife, ' 

From virtuous Alfred^s down to George's days 3 
When thou rauft a<9: the moft diftinguilhed part ; 
When all thy glories prefs upon my heart ; 
When with emphatick voice thy honour calls ; 
Accept the verfe that flows ; the tear that falls ? 



Sons of the men, whom times remoter law 
Their conquering fwords againft oppreffion draw; 
With hearts elate, and fteddy march advance. 
To the pale lilies of their trembling France ; 

Oft 
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Oft taught to bleed ; but never taught to fly i 
Refolve, once more^ to conquer, or to die ! 
Oh ! give not peerieis beauty ; ftrongeft mind^ 
To the declared aifallijasi of mankind ! 
Make no mean peace with monfters that retain 
Nought faithful ; nought religious ; nought humane : 
Againfl: our univerfe iheir threats are hurled ; 

> 

Defend yourfelves; and you defend the world ! 



Never de(ert the man who rules our helm ; 
Whom furious furges cannot overwhelm : 
Reiblved^ while trufted with Britannia^s weal. 
For tits, alone, to think ; for this, to feel ; 
This, the great fource, and end of all his cares ; 

• 

And ftill, intrepid, to this point he bears. 
Revered example more inflames the fon. 
To earn fuch honours as his father won ; 
Who, haply darts a fond, paternal eye. 
Sent, with a fmile approving, from the iky ! 



For me; while in calm fblitude I view 
Thee, to thyfelf, on every trial, true; 

H To 
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To Eng&And true j I feel ; or fecita ib feel. 
Through all my frame the fine contagion fteal ; 
I feel the tiflturAl, ardent pai&on tifc, 
To gain my country's praife ; the poet's prize ; 
Next, kindling Fancy views the threatened fiorm; 
Then fired by thee, a bolder wiih I form; 
By thy commanding genius borne along, 
To a6l, in conduft, what I ptaifep m fong ! 

Still magnanimity and candour join ; 
Then fiirely both the pioperties are thine : 
Let not that magnanimity tefaCc 
The grateful verfe of an ingenuous mufe ; 
^' Who fliadcs thy*' high, meridian *^ walk with 
bayfi ;" 

*^ No hireling, Ihe j no profiitute to praife;'* 

^* Through" Fadtiou's feg ♦^ one truly grecrt can 

fee;*' 
Worthy to roufc the brave ; and guide the free* 



1 

I 



O! ThouI rft whofe befvign, kfl-powerful call, 

» 

Up ^ntng) frpm <hms, our Ai^^ikIqus baH| 

And 



r 

'r 



( ss ) 

And who, iSxnB ttitnulti flill, of Add, at ^o^d. 
From prcfenf ill educefl^ greater good; 
Propitious, hear thy humble fupplianfs prayer; 
Is not thy ereature his CttBAi?oR*s care ! 

* X 

SufEcient influence of thy Spirit give ; 
That in the little ^^ce I now can live^ 
Each hour I may re^<5l; and thus atone 
For all my wrongs from others ; and my cm^i 
Oh! let my common^ meaner wants, be few; 
My mental treafures, various, rich, and new^ 
Then Ihall my nature for itfelf foffice; 
Perpetual flux, and reflux of fupplies : 
Oljd years in renovated youth ihall roll; 
Well flrung my nerves of body^ and of fouL 
Temperance my fyfliem will exalt, at home ; 
A wanderer, abroad I need not roam; 
Of -a precarious world my life the iport; 
ToffiNl on the waves of caprice £cM:fuppartl 



As Indbpenbbncb, even unarmed with powov 

Sfinfcs, Vritea the truth; whAtcTer.daogQrs hw^ ; 
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Snares to it's weal as foes in ambuih lay ; 
And poor, pretended Friendfhip fneaks away; 

» 

Teach me, by virtuous diCcipline, to find 
A comprehenfive kingdom^ in my ♦ mind; 
There, with ferene, yet with defpotick reign. 
To guard the fmall, but well-impoved domain I 

Concentered, then, with more efFe£tual forceg» . 
My faculties will hold their deflined courfe; 
Will execute their duties here below ; 
To all /^ foes, an aiftive, ardent foe: 
But moutiting above Nature's works, they'll flee. 
Still with the greatefl energy, to Thee ! 

And as the raptpres of the poet rife 
Above the ^ pleafures of the good, and wife ; 

* In proportion as a created beings in any tnode of it's cxlftifig^ 
or acting, re&mbles the Supabme Being; (though, at the beft, ill 
an infignificant comparative degree,) the general happinefs of that 

being is augmented. Now, the Supreme Being is pure mind \ he is 

II ' ' ^ ' ' ' • • ' 

ail, MIND. 

f * Here I refer to the immediate degree of impulfe and impr^ojp, 
God forbid that I fliould infinuate that, in the amount of life, it is 
better to ^ a poet than a truly wife, and virtuous man. 

Good- 
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Goodnefsj and wifdom^ too, as A^ can teach 

With greater emphafis than SnERLbcKS preach; 

Let poetry ftill blcfs thy fupplianf s views ; — 

It's beauteous images; it's viy id hues; 

It's fire celeftial ; ali^fufficient ftore ! 

Kings; emperours; none but Thou, can give lis 

more ! 
And while the groiler lumps of mortals lie^ 
(A living death!) in Epicurus' fty; 
To ruin's gloom while meteors draw the vain; 
While Avarice petrifies j(^r Ihivering train; 
Grant mey with pure, and firong Parnassian ray. 
To float, and wanton, in the blaze of day ! 
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Note A ; referring to a Paffage in Page 47. 

4A.FTER the defeat at Cann^, fome Romans of dif- 
tinguifhed rank fled to Canusium. The famous Sci- 
pio, then a youth, was of the number. While hp, and 
feitke of his friends were confulting there, in confequence of 
the melancholy cataftrophe, Publius Phiijlus came^ snd 
told tfaemy that << their confukation was fuperfluous ; that 
,'< die commoD wealth was irrecoveraUy ruined ; and thai 
^ Metellus, with others of the young nobility, had deter«- 
^^ mined to fail finom Italt» ami u> feek the protedion of iome 
^* powerful king*" — Quod malum (the paiTage well defervtt 
to be ^pioted) pneterquam qood atrox, fuper tot elides etiant 
novum, ' cum fiupore, ac imiiaculo, torpidos defixiflet ; et 
:qui aderant, concilium advocandum de eo cenferent: negat 
concilii Km«fle Scipio, juvenis fatalis dux bujufce bdH: 
'*^ aodendum, atque agenduni.; noo confaltanduro," ait, 
^< in tanto malo efle; irent fecum, extemplo, armati, qui rem- 
^< publicam falyam vellent : nUnquam yerius quam ubi ea 
^* cogitentur, hoftium caftra ^0e."-^ergit deinde, ise, 
(equemibus paucist in hoipitium M^teua ; et quum coiv- 

cilium 
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cilium ibi juvcnum, de quibus allatum crat, inveniffet ; firiao 
fupcr capita confultantium gladio;— *«Ex mei animi fen- 
<* tcntia,'* inquit, ** juro, ut ego rcmpublicam non deferam ; 
** ncc alium civcm Roi^anum <Ieferere patiar. Si fciens fallo, 
«*tum ff2# Jupiter optime maxime ; domum, fami- 
•Mram, rcmque tncam, peffimo leto afEcias! In haec verba 
« L. Cjecili, jures poftulo, caeterique qui adeftis: qui non 
•< juraverit, in fe hunc gladium ftriflum effe fciat."— Haud 
fecus pavidi quam fi viftorera Annibalem cernerent, jurant 
omnes* cuftodiendofque femetipfos contra Annibalem 
ScrPiONi tradunt.— LlVY, Lib. kxii. SeiS. 53. 

«This new^ «and great calamity, immediately fucceeding 
<< lb >mariy drtadful misfortunes, ftnick thofe who heard it, 
«< ^iih aftonifliment; and with aggravated moitificatioii-; 
«* They propofcd th%t a council (hould be called, to deliberate-, 
«»-and refolve, on this intelligence. SciPio, the young hero, 
'«< -wiio was deftinedtobe thb leader of this war, replied, that 
<'it was abfurdto. talk of deliberating.-—* In a fituation 
** Klce this,* added he, * wte muft not indolently confolt ; wc 
^ muft dare, and we muft aft. Let thofe who arc intereftcd 
*< in the welfare of the republick, follow hmj with their arms: 
<* the place where fuch ignoble determinations are formed, is 
«< the: camp of the enemy. '-^Accompanied by a fe\y, he 
«* went immediately to the lodgings of Metellvs. He 
<* there found the young men of whofe intention he had been 
.« informed, planning their voyage. He drevv his fword ; 
** raifed it in a menacing mariner \ and thiis addrcfled thqm : 

" *I fwear. 



^ * I wear, ftOto the moft fervent fentimcnts of thy foiil, that 
** I will never defert the repubUck ; nor (uffer any Roman 
'*' citizen to defert her. If I confciouily deviate from wh^t I 
** fwear, mayeft thou, O ! juft, ahd omnipotent Jupitek, 
^* deftfoy me ; my houfe ; rhy family ; and all th^t I poflTefs, 
** with a terrible, and exemplary ruin. I infift that fou, 
<< Metbllits, aftd that your friends who are with you, 
^' (hall take this oath. This fword is drawn oil the man who 
^< refufes to take it/^-Not lefs aMred than if they had feeii 
** the vi£torious Carthaginian, they all fwore 9 and fur- 
^* rendered themfelves to the cuftody of Scipio ; to fight 
" againft Annibal/* 

\ 

The eloquende, and the firmriefs of Mr. PIT1^, devoted 
tb the moft glorious caufe that can animate the mind of man, 
fllould have the powerful influence of the fword of SciPid; 
it (hould tranfmute fear into courage ; and democratical viru- 
lence into confthutional loyalty^ 



NOT.t iJ, feferrifig to a Paffage in Pagi 48. 

We are told by the firft of hiftorians, whofe dignity of 
genius was worthy to write the annals of his country, that 
immediately after the battle of Cann^, moft of the Ita- 
X.IAN ftates; the Gkecxan colonies who had fettled in 
Italy; and Cisalpine Gaul, deferted to the CARTHA- 
QINiANS^^-^NeQ tamen bae clades, defeftionefque fociorum, 

I move« 
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moverunt ut pads unquam meado^^u4 RoifAifOS J 
neque ante conlulis Romani adventuou nee Qoftquam k 
rediit. renovavitque mecnoriaai aeceptx cladis* Quo in tcoi^ 
pore ipFo, a4eo magnc) animo clvitas/ui^ ut eofifuU ^ ^fta 
cladet cujus ipfe magna caufa ^ifle^i. rcd^uotj, et 9)iyjf)nQL 
itum frequenter ab omnibus ordinibu$ £t; et gratue a£^ 
quoi,. df repuhlici non dejperaffktz cuif fi CARTiiAQltfi* 
ENSIUM 4udor fuiflet, nihi^ recufandiup. fu£pl|tc^ fofcf.^ 
LivV, tib. 3^x|i. $ea. 6i. 

<< But peitber the great vl£larie^ of t}^ cneipyp aor ^e 
<< numerous defedions of our allies ever extorted from the 
^* Romans the flighted mention of peace : it was not men- 
<< tioned before the return of fjbe coin^i^; nor after his retyrn 
** had renewe4 the iniage of our cs^ainity* Ron b was evcf^ 
«< animated, with fo great a publick foul, that her citizens, o$ 
<< aU ranks, went out, in crowds^ ^b pec^ a cqnful, returning^ 
^< from a moft humiliating de£eat, of which l^e bio^rel^f ^d 
** been the principal caufe: and to that conful they gave their 
<^ thanks; becaufe he had not dejpaired of the commonwealth, 

• \ 

/ 

«* With fuch honours they received this unfortunate general; 
who. if he had been a Carthaginian commander^ 
tnuft have anticipated an ignominious, and cruel death.** 
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England was far from being reduced to the condition' of 
Rome, when (he repeatedly fent a plenipotentiary to France^ 
Our minifter mud have known what was obvious to commod^ 
fenfe ; that we could exped no paciiick terms, in any degreej^ 

reafon- 



